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LETTER T 


My LORD, 
is a very Juſt, tho! a pretty com- 
J mon Obſervation, that the Liber- 
. ties of a People are neyer in ſo much 
g Danger, as from the Adminiſtra- 
| tion of a Wiſe and Good Prince; 
The Care He takes of our Intereſts, and the 
| Concern He ſhows for our Happineſs, give 
him a particular Right to our Confidence, and 
claim Extraordinary marks of our Eſteem, 
Wie think we can never do enough for a Per- 
ſon that means nothing but our Advantage; 
nor truſt him with too much Power, who we 
know will uſe it only for our Service. Hence 
it is, that the Grants, or Permiſſions in one 
Reiga, are made a Preſident, and Example for 
another; and a weak or vitious Prince ex- 
pes the ſame Honour and Reſpect, that is 
paid to the wiſdom and virtue of the _ 
| ; „ Flat - 
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Flactery will eaſily tell him, He has the ſame 
Reaſon to require it; and Corruption ſhall ſoon 
eſtabliſh, whatever Ambitioa ſhall deſire. 
Thus unfortunately have Free Nations Com- 
plimented themſelves into Slavery, and been 
made ſubſervient to their own Oppreſſion. 
How unhappy are Mankind, that they muſt 
guard againſt the beſt Men, as if they were 
their greateſt Enemies; and ſtifle their Grati- 
tude and Affection to a good Prince, as if he 
was an Oppreſſor of his Country. But yer 
ſuch Precaucions are abſolutely neceſſary, if 
Men will preſerve their Liberties. They muſt 
take care of the leaſt Poſſibility of what may 
tend to [ntroduce Arbitrary Power ; and be- 
ware of Gratifying the Expectations of the 
molt Virtuous King, for fear of Authorizing 
the Pretenſions of a Bad one. They ſhould 
well conſider the Confequences, and Influence 
of every Legiſlative Act; and Imagine every 
Mark of new Reſpect, as a Breach upon their 
Antient Freedom. hey ſhould Reflect upon 
the Irreſiſtibleneſs of Court Favour, the Diffi- 
culty of Denying what has been once granted 
before: But above All the Flattery, Ambi- 
tion, and Corruption of Mankind. Twas ſaid 
of Auguſtus, That it had been Happy for the 
Roman People, it he had never died, or had 
been never born. The greater part of his 
Reign was full of Art, and Popularity; and 
the Confidence that was placed in him proy*d 
Fatal to Roman Liberty. The Power that 
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Was Granted him, rais'd the Expectation and 
Demands of his Succeſſors, till at laſt there 
was nothing left for the People to beſtow z 
till their Liberties were entirely Extinct, and 
their Fears of Slavery loſt altogether in Abſa- 
lute Oppreſſion. Auguſtus, that meant no- 
thing but the Happineſs of his People, might 
well be truſted with that unlimited Power, 
that was put into his Hands ; He might well 
have the Arbitrary Diſpoſal of their Property, 
' when he propoſed nothing but the Eaſe, Pro- 
ſperity, and Felicity of his Subjects; well 
might the Senate Authorize him to raiſe Mo- 
ney by extraordinary Methods, when thoſe 
Methods tended only to the Security andGlory 
of the — But Auguſtus muſt die; 
and Tiberius muſt ſucceed; and Nero and Do- 
mitian are likewiſe to be inveſted with the 
ſame Powers, and Authority. The Reigns of 
theſe Emperors are ſo full of Folly, Abſurdity, 
or Cruelty, that we can ſcarce forgive Au- 
gzuſtus, tor ſuffering that Exceſs of Power to 
be lodg'd with him, which after in other 
hands, Ravag'd, and Defac'd the Peace, and 
even the Being of Civil Society. Could the 
Senate have kept the Power of Creating him 
Conſul or Tribune only for a Year ; the ſame 
Benefit had accrued to the Commonwealth, 
and the ſame Dignity to Auguſtus: Then there 
had been no Preſident for the Continuation of 
this unbounded Authority, nor Introduction 
to Perpetual Subjection. Succeeding Empe- 
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rors had been curb'd, and kept within due 
bounds ; the Power of Oppreſſing the People, 
and Invading their Properties had been then 
ſecure : and Liberty and Virtue might have 
Aouriſh'd for many Generations in that Noble 
Republick. But when Mens Fortunes were 
no more ſafe, when the Prince might raiſe 
what Sums he pleas'd, and became indepen- 
dant of the People; when their Frowns or 
their Affections were equally regarded; what 
Inundation of Miſery was there from Oppreſ- 
ſion, and what wantonneſs of Cruelty from 
the Inſolence of Licentious Tyranny ? In vain 
they calPd upon Aaguſtus, his Moderation was 
their Ruin; and his Power their Deſtruct ion. 
From hence we ſee, that *tis eaſy to Grant, 
what can never after be Denied; and to Eſta- 

iſh what can never be Repeal'd. Corrupt and 
Deſigning Miniſters will take the Advantage 
of every Conceſſion, and draw fatal Coats 
quences to the Ruin of a People. Permiſ- 
ſions will be turn'd into . and a 
bare Acquieſcence become a Binding and Irre- 
verſible Law. The Power of making War 
and Peace was undoubtedly at firſt the Birth- 
right of the Subject; as moſt plainly appears 
from the Declaration of the Ordeinors in the 
time of Edward the Second: Their Commiſ— 
ſion was not to make new Laws, but to tell 
the People what were in Being. They were 
to acquaint them with their Antient and juſt 
Rights, and to eſtabliſh to all Ages their Fun- 
damenta]| 
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damental Privileges. This was then Aſerted 
to be their Right. But indeed it ſeems agree. 
able to the Nature of the Conſtitution; and 
to be conſonant to Reaſon, that the Direction 
and Execution of an Affair ſhould be lodg'd 
with thoſe, who are more particularly con- 
cern'd, that the Conducting of it ſhould be 
Wiſe and Fortunate. But now this Power is 
veſted in the Crown, and become an Eſſential 
Part of the Prerogative, which at firſt was ei- 
ther a mere Permiffion, or an Encroachment 
on the People. There is a ſtrange Infection 
in the Grants to Princes ; they Taint the Con- 
ſtitution, and prove Deſtructive to Liberty. 
Should any extraordinary Emergencies of State 
arile, the Proviſions, like the Reaſons for thoſe 
Proviſions, ſhould be only Temporary, and Oc- 
calional ; nothing that ſhould make the Prince 
independant ſhould be allow'd, nor any Pow- 
ers Granted that may ſet him above all Appli- 
cation to his People Conſtitutions are beſt 
preſerv'd, and ſecurd by ſuch a Concert and 
Harmony ; Diſtance creates Suſpition, and 
Suſpition always brings on Enmity, *Tis a 
ſtrange Perverſeneſs in Mankind, but we All 
Affect independancy, tho? Nature deſign'd us 
for mutual Succour and Aſſiſtance ; we till 
ſtrive to fling off that Confidence, that we 
ſhould place in each other, and deſire the Abi- 
lity to Oppreſs, tho? we never put that Power 
in Execution. But thoſe Princes that have 
moſt conſulted the Publick Good, have choſe 


to 
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to receive Obligations from their People. 
Queen Elizabeth whom our Hiſtories recom- 
mend as a Pattern of conſummate Wiſdom, 
and ſincere Affection to her Subjects, took a 
Pride in being Dependant on the Love and 
Friendſhip of her People ; She was fond of 
Relying on their Generoſity, and Confiding in 
their Bounty. And indeed the Gratitude of 
the Nation no where more fully appears than 
in her Reign; for her Supplies were Greater 
than had ever been before Granted, and by 
that means have been Eternal Preſidents for 
the Demands of ſucceeding Princes. It may 
ſometimes indeed happen, that Good, and 
Excellent Princes, by unhappy Oppoſition and 
Faction, may endeavour to ſecure a certain 
Competency independant of the People; there 
may be ſuch a neceſſity : But ſuch Caſes are 
but Rare, and a Thouſand Inconveniencies 
ſhould be rather born, than a Practice intro- 
duc'd that may be capable of ſo much Miſ- 
chief and Misfortune. How wretched and 
unhappy had we been, had Charles the Second 
been Allowed to raiſe Money without Conſent 
of Parliament, as ſome of his Miniſtry moſt 
infamouſly attempted ? Our Conſtitution had 
been long ago Ruin'd, and our Properties 
veſted in a few hands, and ſaved the Ex- 
ecrable Villainy of the South-Sea Directors, 
and their more wicked Accomplices. Had 
there been ſuch an Inſtance of a Grant; each 
Succeſſor no doubt, had claim'd the m_ 
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for Life, and perpetuated Miſery to future 
Generations. Theſe are Privileges that can 
never be reſum'd, or refuſed, without great 
Danger, Courage, and unſhaken Probity. Ho- 
neſt and Brave Men indeed, would ſhow their 
Reſentmeats, and Exclaim againſt ſuch fatal 
Power ; but their Rage would be Imporeat, 
and their Zeal Ineffectual. The Prevalenceof 
Corruption, which would ſtart upevery where 
from ſuch an Enabling Grant, would give it a 
laſting Sanction ; Penſions would Debauch 
Mens Virtue, and Debauchery make them 
Eaſy, and Abject in their Slavery. Had I 
lived in the Reign of Hexry the Fifth, I had 
certainly oppoſed the Grant of Tanngge, and 
Pounaage tor Life, tho he was an Excellent and 
a molt Virtuous King. Or hadI fat in Parlia- 
ment in his Son Henry the Sixth's time, I 
ſhould certainly ( unleſs I had been a 
Penſioner) have Voted tor the Reſuming that 
Grant for Life, for his weak Conduct and In- 
ability to ſerve his Country. We find, and 
Experience, that this Grant to Henry the Fifth, 
was a Leading Grant; but an Inſtance of ſuch 
a Reſumption, as there was from Henry the 
Sixth, does no where, that I know of, appear 
upon Record. But to what end my Lord, 
fhould an Eſtabliſhment for Life be made, 
where a Prince deligns nothing but the Hap- 
pineſs of his People? If he has a Real neceſſity 
tor Money, His wants will be ſupply'd ; but 
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Conſequences, in Enterprizing and Ambitious 
Hands, and very much endanger the ſaſety of 
the Conſtitution, We find the Parliament in 
Charles the Firſt's time, exceeding Jealous of 
their Privileges; they thought their Rights 
invaded: And Inſiſted on a Redreſs of Grie- 
vances before they would Arm him with a 
Force for Life, to make their Petitions inet- 
fectual: And accardingly, the Tonnage Bill 
was allow'd only from year to year. I remem- 
ber, it was the ſaying of a Worthy Patriot in 
King William's time, that he was al vays againſt 
the Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act; and 
oppoſed the Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt : 
No one was a more hearty Friend to that King, 
nor more Zealous for the Conſtitution. Could 
any Prince expect ſuch extraordinary Marks of 
Favour, and be truſted with ſuch Power, well 
might that Admirable and Excellent Prince 
be truſted, and expect them, whoſe Life was 
one continued courſe of Virtue, Honour, 
Liberty, and AﬀeCtionate Regard for the good 
of his Country. But he was Apprehenſive of 
the Example. He was affraid of Oppreſſion, 
and dreaded ſuch an effectual Ability ro Cor- 
rupt, and the conſequences of this Corruption, 
Poverty and Ruin. I am fully perſuaded, 
that we might ſafely truit the abſolute dif. 
poſal of our Lifes and Fortunes jn the Hands 
of his preſent Majeſty ; I am ſure we might 
well rely upon his Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 
Moderation. But my Lord, can Remote 
9 Folte- 
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Poſterity give us the aſſurance, that the 
next Succeſſor does, of Exerciſing all theſe 
Virtues, for our Intereſt and Advantage? 
Without ſuch Aſſurance, ſuch Confidence 
would be Fatal; and pave the way in after 
Ages, to Oppreſſion, Miſery, and Ruin. Sa- 
cred Hiſtory informs us, that Solomon was 
ſucceeded by Rehoboam, whoſe Sceptre, like 
the Furies, was a Whip with many Scorpions. 
The Roman Hiſtories are Black, and Dreadful, 
with the Crimes of their Abandon'd Princes, 
But let Tiberius be their Repreſentative, not- 
withſtanding the deteſtable Flattery of Pater- 
culus. T[acttas, whole Credit is Unqueſtiona- 
ble, will inform us of his ſhameful Biſſimula- 
tion, and wicked Screening Plancina, the 
Poy ſoner of Germanicus, from the Univerſal 
Cry for Juſtice: We ſhall find Him ſlothful, 
Retiring from all Buſineſs, and addicted to his 
Pleaſures , and ſee him altogether given up to 
the Counfels of - S-jangs, that Abominable 
Stateſman,” and Oppreſſor of his Country. 
The Seleucidae are all Infamous; and the Line 
of Prolomy ſtill more Corrupt and Execrable. 
If we look into our own Annals, How few of 
our own Princes (hall we find even Tolerable? 
Even Edward the Firſt, and Edward the Third, 
Invaded the Properties of their Subjects; 
Henry the Fifth involved us in unneceſſary and 
deſtructive Wars; Henry the Seventh polluted 
his Sacred Hands with mean and unwarthy 
Bribes ; Queen Elizabeth too far extended Pre- 
£ 2g | B rogative, 
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rogative; and Charles the Firſt laviſh'd im- 
menſe Sums on his Favourite, which were 
ſpent in Corrupting the Subject, to Encou- 
rage Faction, and Introduce Arbitrary Power. 
The Policy of our Parliaments has been al- 
ways ſhown in making their Conceſſions only 
temporary and occaſioval : The compaſs of a 
Tear has been thought ſufficient for rhe trial 
of any Extraordinary alteration in the Con- 
ſtitution, and by that means the Power pre- 
ſerv'd of making proper Regulations, ſhould 
any unforeſeen Miſchiefs, or Inconveniencies 
ariſe. Nay, my Lord, ſo very Cautious have 
our Anceſtors been, that in any conſiderable, 
and important Matter, they would firſt Ad- 
viſe with the Body of the People before they 
paſt it into a Law; They would have their 
Conſent, and thought themſelves bound in 
Juſtice and Honour, as they were only Repre- 
ſentatives, to Conſult their Counties, and gain 
the Approbatzen of All, where All were 
equally concern'd in point of Intereſt. And 
even in the Caſe of Subſidies, They have taken 
the Direct ion of their Principals, before they 
would give a Parliamentary Sanction, for fear 
of Burdening, and Diſtreſſing the Subject, 
whoſe Intereſt only, was the End of their 
Commiſſion. But ſuppoſe, my Lord, no Pre. 
ſident would be ever made of any Extraordi- 
nary Grant; yet when Exceſſive Power is once 
Granted, How liable is it to be abuſed by 
Crafty and Deſigning Stateſmep, who have 

| nothing 
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nothing of the Publick at Heart, but its Ho- 
nours and Revenues ? A Preſident perhaps will 
be needleſs; and the preſent Execution, de- 
ſtroy all poſſibility of future Oppolition. Such 
Uſes may be made, as may prove fatal to Li. 
berty; and ſuch Corruptions introduced, as 
may make Slavery deſir:ble. No Grant has 
been ever obtain'd, but the Good of the Pub- 
lick has been pretended; ſomething Uſeful has 
been promiſed; and wonderful Civilities have 

als'd between the Prince and People. But 

ow ſeldom have the Conſiderations of theſe 
Grants been obſery de When Harry the Eighth 
had a deſign upon the Abby Lands, the ſpeci- 
ous pretence of the Court, was the Service of 
the Nation; They inform'd the Houſe, that 
no King or Kingdom could be ſafe, where 
there was not a ſufficient Proviſion for the 
King's Revenue, to Detend his Subjects from 
Iavaſions and Iuſurrections; to Aid his Confe- 
derates; and Reward his well deſerving Ser- 
vants: They Repreſcated on the Grant of 
theſe Lands, the Money ariſing from the Sale, 
ſhould not be converted to private Uſes, but 
expended only for the wellfare of the People: 
That no more Subſidies ſhould be demanded ; 
but a Body of Forty Thouſand Mea ſhould be 
maintain'd by this Treaſure, for the Benefit of 
the Conſtitution, and the Security of their 
Liberties, The Abby-Lands were Granted ; 
no, Good was done: But the Money was 


wretchedly miſapply'd in the Luxury of the 
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Court, and Corruption of their Dependants: 
And ſoon after an Act was made to ſupply 
Deficiencies, notwithſtanding thus much hail 
been ſo generouſly Granted. But to Sum yÞ 
what has been ſaid; Preſidents of an exrfior- 
dinary Nature ſhould never be made without 
an abſolute Neceſſity; ſhould there be ſuch a 
Neceſſity, the People in prudence ſhould be 
firſt Conſulted; ſhoujd they approve them, 
pet, if it be poſſible, the Proviſions ſhould be 
oaly temporary and occaſional ; upon account 
of Corruption, and Abuſe of the beſt Inſtl- 
tutions But whenever ſuch Abuſes happen, 
Reſumptions ſhould be made; and all proper 
Meaſures taken to free the People from V exe- 
tion, Injury, and Oppreſſioa. I am, 
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N E Act of Settlement, being now in 
every ones hand, and its Wiſdom greatly 
celebrated ; my Gratitude to thoſe noble Pa- 
triots, that contriv'd and paſt this Law, obliges 
me to pay them my ſincere and juſt Acknou- 
ledgments, for their Virtue, and publick Spi- 
rit. Never ſurely was there a finer ſtrain of 
Policy, than 1a theſe Proviſions for the Liberty 
and Intereſts of the Nation. 'The Dangers 
that threatned us, from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, made the Limitation of the Crown 
it. a Proteſtant Family abſolutely neceſſary; 
and the Inconveniencies that had been ſeen in 
gur.own, and other. Nations, in the Admiſh- 
on of a Foreign Prince to the Throne, requir'd 
a Suitable, and Proportionable Remedy. For 
theſe Reaſons, that moit Excellent Patriot, the 
Lord Sommers, caſt about, to make ſuch an 
Eſtabliſhment that ſhould be Eaſy to the Suc- 
ceſſor, and Beneficial to the People. He well 
knew the Liberties of the Nation, could never 
be ſufficiently guarded : He had ſeen and was 
Wiſe by the Misfortunes of other Kingdoms ; 
and gave vs at length this further Security for 
our Rights and Privileges. Glad was that 
Incomparable Man, King William, te ſhow his 
Love to his People, in his kind Regard to 
Wo their 
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their future Happineſs. He faw theſe wiſe 
Limitations, he approv'd them, and bleſsd 
the Nation in the Confirmation of them The 
frſt and moſt Important thing that employ'd 
their Thoughts, was the Care of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church. Religion, they well knew, 
took up our greateſt Regard, and challeng'd 
our ſincereſt Affection. This Influences our 
Actions, and Directs our Conduct. Our Be- 
Raviour is good or bad, as we ate affected by 
it. And Humanity or Cruelty, Goodneſs or 
I- nature, are till Prevalent, according to the 
frrength of the Impreſſions it has made upon 
us. Chriſtianity every whers Recommends 
Peace and Charity ; and propoſes our Happi- 
neſs in. this World, as well as in the next. It 
would moderate the fierceneſs of Mens Tem. 
pers; and make them Kind, Beneficent, and 
Affable. It teaches Forbearance, and abffors 
Perſecution of every kind: And is ſure to 
make infinite allowances for the Opinions and 


Errors of Mankind, which are Immaterial, 


Unaveidable, or Eſſential to Human Nature. 


The Church of Englai4, would Imitate this 


Pattern. Our Articles, as they have been e- 


ain'd by a late Incomparible'Prelare, are full 


of Wiſdom, Geatleneſs and yoo Nature. 
They allow Men the Freedom of their Reaſon, 


and generouſly” encourage our ſearches after 
Truth. They claim no extravagant Powers 
over the Conſcience of the People, nor Fetter 
zl Tefts, and en- 
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courage Iniquity, by enlarging the Scene for 
Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation. Reaſon firſt 
poipted out the Reformation, and Policy con- 
tirm'd it. We are now happy in the Conſe- 
quences of Henry the Eighth's Paſſions; in the 
Concurrency of Intereſt in our Nobles, and 
the Jealouſies of Queen Elixabeth. Had not 
Love and Revenge been Predomingat ; had 
not the Abbey Lands allur'd, and the fears of 
the Succeſſion from the Combination of Fo- 
reign Princes, made the Defertion from. the 
See of Rome altogether neceſſary, Superſtition 
and Ignorance perhaps had yer prevail'd, ard 
Cruelty and Perſecution concurrd to have 
Deſtroy'd all Truth and Freedom. But the 
Church being Eſtabliſh'd, this Eſtabliſhment 
was to be preſerv'd. The Generality were to 
be regarded, and great Deference was to be 
paid to their Opinions. Davila and Cardinal 
Bentiveghohad inform'd them, that the Prince: 
ſhould fide with the majority: They had 
ſeen that Harry the Fourth of France, was ob- 
_ to turn Catholick to ſecure the Paſſeſſion 
of the Throne, by ſupporting Eſtabliſh'd 
Fundamentals, they found it neceſſary, that 
Antient Uſage ſhould be Countenanced, and 
that adhering. to the Church of Epglazd. 
would beſt promote Peace, and. draw. many. 
over to the Principles avow?d, and eacouraged 
by the Soveraign. This they judg'd proper 
to quiet Mens tears and ſuſpicions, and pre- 
vent thoſe Tumults and Duorders whick 

| would 
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would unavoidably follow ; was the Prince 
ob a contrary Perſuaſion, or mainrain'd Pi in- 
ciples different from thoſe of the majority of 
bis People. A Religious Popiſh Prince is ine- 
vitably Damn'd, if he does not Deſtroy Us. 
And a Diſſenting Prince would continually 
alarm us, and be always attempting conſidera- 
ble Innovations Such an Uniformiry then in 
the Prince is altogether 'neceſſary. Tis his 
Intereſt and the Nations. The Church and 
State are both [nterwoven ; their Conſtitu— 
tions are builrupaa the ſame Policy, and ex- 
actly correſpond in the reaſon of their Eſta- 
bliſhments. The Government, and Subordi- 
nation of both agree together. Nor can one 
be laid aſide, without an Alteration in the 
other. From hence then we may ſee the 
Wiſdom of the firſt Clauſe (For of the Policy 
only J here treat) That whoever comes to the 
Poſſeſſion of the Crown, {hall join in Commu- 
nion with the Church of England as by Law 
Eftabliſh'd. Next, my Lord, follows the 
Clauſe that relates to out Conduct to Foreign 
Po vers. Therefore tis Enacted, That when. 
ever the Crown ſhall come to any Perſon, not 
being a Native, that this Nation be not obliged 
to engage in any War for the Defence of any 
Dominions, or Territories, which do not be- 
long to the Crown of England. without con- 
ſent of Parliament. This is a Proviſion that 
can never be too much Admir'd and Extoll'd; 
and is full of Wiſdom, and Affectionate con- 
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cerfi for the Publick Wellfare. The Intereſts 
of Princes continually vary, and are in perpe- 
tual Motion. The Ambition of One puts All 
jato an Alarm. Their Paſſions, like their 
Titles are Great, and Mighty, and are ſel- 
dom capable of being Quieted, and receiving, 
Satisfaction. Let a Prince be neyer ſo Good 
himſelf, Let him be never ſq Peaceful, Reli- 
gious and Humane; Let him obſerve Trea- 
ties, and keep his Faith with Neighbouring 
Potentates; yet if any of theſe are Enterpri- 
Zing; If Ambition, Vice, or Ignorance of 
true Policy once take poſſeſſion of them; How 
ſoon will the Scene change; and Death, War, 
and Deſolation ravage the Peace of Countries? 
Since rhe Views, Fempers, and Inclinations 
of Princes are ſo Different; ſo often ſhift- 
ing, and blown abqut with the breath of 
Flattery, or Intereſt; How wiſely Do we 
Guard againſt Engaging in Competitions of 
this Nature, and ſhun all Diſputes unneceſſary, 
or prejudicial to our Real Ad vantage? Spary 
in a great meaſure owes its Slavery and Qp- 
preſſion to this Misfortune. Charles the Fifth 
in his deſigns on France, in his InſurceQions 
in Flanders, and Attempts on the German Prin- 
ces, impoyeriſh'd thoſe Noble States, of Ar- 
ragon, Valencia, and Caſtile; and finally intro- 
duced on that Impoveriſhment, Arbitrary 
Power, and Heſtructive Tyranny. They 
juſtly, and wiſely indeed at firſt Remonſtrated, 
that they would grant 8 Money 9 
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Redreſs of Grievances, of which this of Eu- 
gaging them in Foreign Wars, was one of the 
chief: But their Complaints were little regard- 
ed, when He was ſupported by a formidable 
Army, and a Corrupt majority in one of their 
Cortes. When Philip the Second, Married 
our Queen Mary, that ſubtile Politician Gardi- 
ner, took care to provide in the Marriage Ar. 
ticles, that all Places of Truft and Profit, 
ſhould ſtill be in the hands of the Exgliſß, and 
that the Nation, {ſhould not be engaged in 
every War, where he was concern'd, without 
conſent of Parliament. Theſe Articles have 
been always celebrated by Hiſtorians, and 
eſteem'd Preſervatives of this Noble Conſtitu- 
tion, But notwithſtanding theſe Regulations, 
yet thoſe Sums of Money that Philip diſtribu- 
red, deftroy'd thoſe admirable Proviſions, and 
gain'd the Aſſiſtance of a Corrupted Parlia- 
ment, to engage us in a War with France, 
which, notwithſtanding our Succeſs at firſt, 
prov'd prejudicial to us, and put an end to all 
our Poſſeſſions in that Country, in our Loſs of 
Calais, The third Clauſe is, That no Perſon, 
who ſhall hereafter come to the poſſeſſion of 
this Crown, ſhall go out of the Dominions of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, without Con- 
ſent of Parliament. My Lord, I am now 
upon a tender point, becauſe the Legiſlature 
has thought fit to Repeal this part. But in- 
deed the Reaſons of State continually alter, 
and that ſhall be Good Policy at one junQure, 
| that 
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that ſhall be Ruinous at another. The Reflex- 
ion, I remember, I made formerly upon this 
Branch, was, that thisProviſion was made mere. 
ly for the ſake of the People; abſtradedly and 
abſolutely for their Advantage. It had been 
feen in the time of Philip the Second, that 
Flanders fuffer'd infinite Calamities from the 
Abſence of their Prince; That Spain under 
Charles the Fifth, and Germany, and the Low- 
Countries in their turns, were miſerably diſor- 
der'd by the ſubſtitution of Governors un- 
equal to the Charge of ſuch mighty Nations : 
It appear'd that theſe Lieutenants, or Caſtodes 
Regni, were Ambitious, Ignorant, or Cor- 
rupt; that they were actuated by Avarice, or 
mean Purſuits, and Inſolently made uſe of that 
Extent of Power in the violation of the Laws, 
and oppreſſion of the People. It was well 
conſider'd, that their Wealth by this means 
was exported, that Trade decay'd, incompati- 
ble Intereſts were encouraged, and every in- 
convenience and misfortune introduced, that 
make a neglected, impoveriſh'd, and diſcon- 
tented People ſtill more miferable. But the 
Preamble, my Lord, of this Act of Repeal, 
has furniſh'd me with ſome Reaſons, which 
before had eſcap'd my. obfervation; and 
thoſe are, a Great Regard to the King's 
Foreign Intereſts, and the undoubted 
Right and Privilege of our Kings to be free 
and unreſtrain'd. Theſe Reaſons are certain- 
ly to have their proper weight. But with 
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ſubmiſſion, my Lord, every Limitation in 
this AQ, is a Reſtraint of Prerogative, and an 
Abridgment of the King's Abſolute Freedom, 
But upon theſe Conſideratioris, His Majeſty 
has an entire Liberty of Leaving the King- 
dom whenever he thinks fit. But, m1 Lord 
had not we had tlie good Fortune to habe been 
bleſt with ſuck an Excellent and Admirable 
Prince, to be His Majeſty's Delegate and Suc- 
ceſſor, L am perſuaded, rho” our Duty, and 
Honour to the King, are exceeding Great, we 
ſhould have had that Regard for our ſelves as 
ta have kept this Branch in force; We ſhould 
never have conſented to expoſe the wellfare of 
the Nation, to ſuch dreadtul Dangers of Plots 
at Land, and Storms at Sea; and have beet} 
ſo partial to our own Happinels, that nothing, 
ſhould have prevail'd upon us to loſe one mo- 
ment, the poſſeſſion of ſo Grãcious, and ſo Good 
a King. But indeed we have received ſo much 
benefit from this Repeal, In thoſe Treaties and 
Negotiations by this means concluded, that 
we can never be ſenſible enough of the Ble!. 
ſing of this Abrogation, nor thank his Good- 
neſs and Courage for Hazarding Himſelt 16 
Greatly metely for our Service and Advantage. 
The fourth Clauſe is, That all Matters rela- 
ting to the well Governing of the Kingdom, 
cognizable in the Privy Council by the Laws 
bFlie Land, ſhall 'be tranſacted there; and 
all Relolutions taken thereupon, ſhall be Sign'd 
by ſuckr of the Privy Council, as all AOVU 
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nd Conſent to the ſame. This, in my hum- 

le opinion, is one of the Fineſt Proviſions in 
the World againſt Ambitious, and Enterprizing 
Miniſters. It cordſiſts of two Branches; one, that 
the Privy-Council determine in their proper 
Place, the Buſinels that belongs to them, to pre- 
vent all Clandeſtine Meetings of Caballing 
Stateſttien; and the other, that each Privy- 
Counſellor, ſhall Sign the Advice he gives, to 
hinder any extravagant and pernicious Reſolu- 
tions, by making the Authors appear, and 
therefors liable to anſwer for the 1 
of thoſe Reſolutions. This is directly levell'd 
againſt all Favourites; who hà ve often, either to 
Indulge their own Deſigns, Sr thoſe of their 
Prince, in a ſecret manner adviſed the Intro- 
duction of Arbitrary Power, the Sale of Im- 
portant Places to Foreign States, violent Sei- 
zures of Property, Declarations of unneceſſary 
and Deſtructive Wars, or conſented to an In- 
Famous and Execrable Peace, and conſtantly 
promoted thoſe Counſels that have been fatal 
10 the true Intereſts of the Nation, and been 
the occaſion of much Miſery and Calamity. 
In the _ of Charles, and James the Second, 
many wicked and Tyrannical things were 
Adviſed and Executed. But when the World 
begun to bealarm'd at ſuch proceedings: The 
Privy Counſellors endeavoured to fling off the 
Odium from themſelves, and prerended either 
that they had given contrary Advice, or elſe 
that they were' Abſent at the time when _ 
Reſo- 
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ferted. And indeedit was abſolutely neceſſary, 
The Behaviour of Miniſters, is ſo remov'd from 
the Day light, even of good Underſtandings; 
is ſo full of Art, Fineneſs, and Management, 
that we can never have Security enough for 
their good Conduct. State Contrivances, like 
White Powder, effectually deſtroy, but make 
no Report. We may be Ruin'd and Enſlav'd, 
and the Actor ſtand fo far behind the Curtain, 
that he can never poſſibly be known: But 
now, my Lord, ſhould any Privy Counſellor 
give his Advice, that Meaſures ſhould be 
taken, to get Parliamentary Sanctions, that 
ſhould make the Prince Independant of his 


People; that Immenſe Sums ſhould be rais'd, || 


to enable his Miniſters to bribe, and corrupt 
the Subject, and by thar means make further 
Inroads on our Property; that the Smyrna 


Fleet ſhould be attack'd, without any previous 
Declaration of War; that our Fortunes ang 
Eſtates ſhould be violently ſeized, or more in- 
famouſly taken from us by the Speciouſneſs of 
Vile Fraud, and ſuch Fraud openly avow'd, 


or Artfully Defended ; ſhould Denkirk be 
Baſely deliver'd up; ſhould Arbitrary Power 
be Counſell'd to be introduced by Penſions ; 
and a cerrupt Parliament continued for 
Fighteen. years: Should, my Lord, ſuch 
Counſel be ever given again, either by a Fa- 
vaurite, Or 2. Cabal, either from the Igno- 

| rance 


Refolutions were made. To Remedy there: N 
fore theſe Miſchiefs, this Noble Clauſe was in- 
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rance of the true Intereſts of the Nation, ot 

Sway'd by the Artifices of Foreign Miniſters; 
y. then by this Clauſe fuch Privy-Counſellora, 
m | ſtand expoſed to our Reſentments; they, 
their Accomplices, their Screens, and all 
it, Aſſiſtants, or Favourers, make themſelves 
or liable to our Rage and Iadignation, and will 
ke undoubredly in all ſuch Cafes Rouze the 
ce Vengeance, of a Jealaus Parliament, in de- 
d, manding Juſtice by a Warm, Laudable, and 
n, |} Neceſſary Impeachment : An Impeachment, 
ut that by a Subſequent Clauſe muſt be altogether 
or effectual, the Prince not being capable of Par- 
de doning their Offence: An Impeachment, that 
at N — ſa ve and rejoyce their Injur'd Country, 

and make them Venerable to Remote Poſte- 
d, rity; and the neglect of which may perhaps 
pt involve them in the fame Guilt, and make 
er them Partakers of their Crimes, Infamy and 
24 certain Ruin. Thus Wiſe and Excellent is this 
us. |} Proviſion againſt Crafty and Deſigning Mi- 
16s niſters. Next follows the Clauſe, That no 
n- Alien, tho? Naturalized, ſhall be capable of 
of | being of the Privy Council, or Member of 
d, either Houſe of Parliament, or Enjoy any 
de Office or Place of Truſt, Civil or Military; 
er or have a Grant of Lands, Tenements, or 
s; Hereditaments, from the Crown to Himſelf, 
or or others in Truſt for him. Can any thing 
8 be more Expreſs, Compreheafive, and more 
a« |} Guarded? Can this Law be capable of being 
o- |} evaded? Ithink not, Unleſs the Children of 
ce | Fo- 
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Foreign Ladies, that ſhall be made Peereſſes, 
{hall be allow'd the Honour of a Seat in Par. 
liament. The Policy of this Branch is Ex- 
treamly Plain and Evident. It has been a 
ſtanding Maxim for theſe laſt Ages in the 
Church of Rome, which I take to be the Pat- 
tern of Refin'd Politicks, never to admit a 
Jeſuit, or a Foreigner to the Papal Chair, bur 
always to chooſe one of their own Country. 
The Conclave would otherwiſe be full of Fo- 
reign Cardinals, or thofe of rhat Order, and 
for ever exclude the Italians from any preten- 
ſions for the future. Power, Honour and 
Profit, would be turn'd into other Channels, 
and many Practices would perhaps be ſet on 
foot, that might endanger their fine ſpun 
Syſtem, and introduce molt Faral Innovations, 
All Men have a partiality to their Country, let 
the Motives and Cauſes be What they will; 
either a Prejudice for their Wiſdom, Affection 
to their Perſons, or a Regard to their own 
Safety in a powerful and ſtrict Combination; 
They are all ſure to ſeek the Aſſiſtance, and 
encourage the Purſuits, of their own Nation. 
The Senate, under fome of the Roman Em- 
perors, that were Foreigners, (for fo I call 
the Galls, Germans, and the Northern Hive,. 
tho? all the Empire was made free of. Rome, if 
I miſtake not, by Marcus Antoninus) was fill'd 
with thoſe of their ReſpeQive Countries. This 
induced Contempt. made the other Senators 
bus ins bates hog 

: . 10 


8 


ny . e ITY © 


— 


S 


(25 ) 


ſion of much Animoſity and Diſorder. And 
indeed it ſeems to be unavoidable. For Fo- 
reigners having no Knowledge of the true 
3 of ſuch a State, or if they had, would 

ow perhaps hut little Regard to it, for the 
moſt part bring with them incompatible 
Views, and pramate Counſels deſtructive of 
the Happineſs and Wellfare of the Kingdom, 


They attend to nothing hut their own Profit, 


and Enrichment, in taking Bribes, and ſelling 
Court Favour ; They are intent upon obtain- 
ing ſome extravagant beneficial Grants, and 
have nothing leſs at Heart than the Proſperity 
of ther: Country, where they are privileged 
to Relide. They conſider ſuch a State, as the 
Jjraelites did the Egyptians, Admirable, and 
Lawful Plunder, and Rejoyce in their Spoils, 
as Proyidential Conceſſions. Let the Duke of 
Alva in Flanders, and Philip de Chevers, Charles 
the Fifth's Prime Miniſter in Hain, witnefs 
this truth. Let them teach the World by their 
Conduct, that Rapine, Cruelty and Arbitrary 
Power, are the neceſſary effects of Foreign 
Counſels. Let them juſtify the wiſdom of 
this Limitation, and inculcate its ſtrict obſer- 
vation. What Confuſion and Calamities were 
brought upon the Nation in King Stephen's 
time, by his Stateſmen that were Aliens? 
Were not their Infolence, Avarice, and Am- 
bition inſupportable? And did not thoſe Ani- 
moſities end in an Inſurrection? Thoſe Grie- 
vances were Exceſſive, and the Reſentments, 

D Juſt, 
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Juſt, and proportion'd to the Offence. Wiſely 
then did Gardiner in Queen Mary's time infilt 
on this Conditton, and Happy were the Con- 
ſequences of that Prudent and Reaſonable 
Regulation. The next Branch is, That no 
Perſon, who has an Office, or a Place of Pro- 
fit under the King ; or receives a Penſion from 
the Crown, ſhall! be capable of ſerving as a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons. How 
Wiſe, and Excellent this Proviſion is, would 
be almoſt Impudence in me to pretend to point 
out; tis ſuch a Fundamental, and ſo Glorious 
a Bulwark to our Liberties. *Tis full of Wiſ- 
dom, Virtue, and Publick Spirit. Tis ſaid 
of one of the Roman Emperors, that He order'd 
that noble Precept of the Goſpel, Do as yo 
wonld be done by, to be Grav'd in Gold, and 
fix'd up in Publick. This Clauſe in Braſs, ſet 
up in the Houſe of Commons, would laſt full 
as. long, and be an Admirable Remembrance 
and Incicement to Poſterity, to imitate the 
Probity of their Great Forefathers. This can 
never be too much Read, Talk'd of, and In- 
culcated. Hence Corruption is Baniſh'd, and 
Virtue Defended; Liberty triumphs over Am» 
bition, and A varice yields to Publick Spirit. 
This therefore is the Preſervative of the Con- 
ſtitution, and a Guard againſt the Great Stand- 
ing Army of a Deſigning Court. The firſt 
rt is to Deſend us againſt Perſons in Places of 
Profit and Advantage. Theſe may be call'd 
the Heavy Arm'd Foot, a Force, that is not 
| | ceeaſily 
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eaſily Routed. The Second is againſt Penſion- 
ers, whom we may juſtly Range under the 
Light Horſe, or Dragoons ; Perſons that by 
long Exerciſe can Mount, or Diſmount readily 
at Command. Theſe are not Quite ſo Dreadful 
as the Heavy-Arm'd, becauſe ey have not that 
ſtrength of Multitude, which the others have; 
for the Foot being compleat, and (trongly 
united within themſelves, receive new force 
from their Numbers, and become Terrible by 
the Addition of freſh Supplies, and Potent 
Auxiliaries. But the Horſe, by being fre- 
ney upon Parties, and Forraging at a 
iſtance, are often cut off, and their Service 
ever after is entirely loſt. Therefore, my Lord, 
I ſay, that Perſons that have Places of Profit, 
are more Dangerous: They have always great 
Numbers of Dependants; their Power ſpreads 
wide, and commands an Abſolute Submiſſion 
from their Adherents A Penſioner has no- 
thing but his Stipend; He has no opportuni. 
ties of receiving Application, or Gratifying 
the Expectations of the People; He has no- 
thing to beſtow, and conſequently will be 
troubled with few Petitioners. Therefore this 
Clauſe juſtly gives thePrecedence to the Geatle- 
men of profitable Poſts: They are Rank'd firſt ; 
and their Influence and Power, is 1 
to be guarded againſt, Upon this Ground, IPro- 
ſeſs, Ial ways conſtrued this Act, as an Abſo- 
ſolute Diſqualiſication of ſuch Feudatories, and 
nat aa Occaſional * of their _ in 
2 ar- 
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Parliament. But, my Lord, I have been in- 
form'd, that the Houſe has made a moſt Inge- 
nious and Excellent Expoſition of this Part; 
and Reſoly'd that ſuch an Acceptance ſhall on- 
ly cauſe a new Election: But yet the ſame Per- 
ſon may be, and I may ſay, ſhall be choſe a- 
gain; without this, the Court would loſe the 
Aſſiſtance of their Ableſt Men; and be un- 
done by their Friendſhip, and Generolity ; 
which would exceedingly grieve all true Lovers 
of their Country. Davila obſerves, that Ka- 
tharine de Medici, a moſt profound Politician, 
choſe'to give Men of the greateſt Birth, Eſtates, 
and Worth, the Places of moſt Profit and Im- 
portance. This pleas'd the Fondneſs, and ſa- 
tisfy*d the Suſpicions of the People, Engaged 
thoſe that were Advanced in her Intereſts, 
conceal d her own Deſigns, and gave her by 
this means an opportunity of Eſtabliſhing an 
Abſolute and Deſpotick Authority. Worthy. 
Men did not ſuſpect her Deceit, the Rich and 
Noble were well pleas'd in ſharing the Profits 
and Honours of the State; but yet unhappily. 
co-operated to raiſe that Ambition, which at 
laſt prov*d Fatal to them All, As to Penſioners, 
one can ſcarce tell whether they are more 
to be Pitied, or Deſpisd. Unhappy Men! 
Who heap up troubles for themſelves, and 
entail miſery on their Children. The 
perpetually Vote againſt Conviction, — 
Sin againſt Reaſon; they proſtitute their 
Underſtandings for a precarious Stipend, to be 
ſpent 


( 29 ) 
ſpent perhaps in Vice or Luxury; and fel! 
their Innocent Poſterity for the Gratifications 
of Avarice or Pride. They live Miſerable 
Slaves, and are Gall'd with a thouſand Diſquie- 
tudes of Mind; Care and Diſcontent are their 
Companions, Reproach and Infamy their 
Reward. Innumerable Fears ſurround them, 
and the Importunate Stateſman ſtill haunts 
their Midnight Dreams, and vehemently 
Demands their Service. To morrow ſays the 
© Guilty Miniſter, Abſolves, or Condemns me; 
* Gloſs well my Conduct, and Gild my Villainy. 
© Tis true, myInjur'd Country Cries aloud for 
* Juſtice, but that ſuſtice muſt not yet be paid. 
© Benow my Friend; Cover my Shame, and 
protect my Crimes; Wealth and Honour ſhall 
© be your Reward, Power and Revenge ſhall be 
your Safety. The wretched Penſioner con- 
ſents, Reſolves, and Cries, not Guilty. But 
ſtrait his Thoughts change; His Innocent, In- 
jured Country becomes his Suppliant, and 
demands the puniſhment of its Parricides 
Pity, ſays ſhe, your Venerable and Afflicted 
Mother, now ſtruggling againſt Fraud, Cor- 
eruption and Oppreſſion. Think, my Son, 
of my paſt Glory* and we” 


T Miſery. 
© Now you ſee me Wretched, Ruin'd, and 
* Undone. You hear my Feeble Voice, which 
«© ſhortly ſhall be no more. Corruption has 
weak ned, and oppreſſion overwhelm'd me. 
© Think in this Sentence, multitudes are con- 
 cern'd, and Foſterity (hall be involv*'&. From 


you 
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* you they demand Juſtice, and ſeek fafery. 
© Conſider the Bleſſings I have freely given, 
© and what you may infamouſly loſe, Life, 
Property, and Liberty. Be then a Friend 
to Virtue, and puniſh Guilt. Raiſe up my 
© Drooping Head, and dry my Tears. Re- 
© ceive the Applauſes of Mankind, and fly 
the Participation of Wickedneſs, Infamy, 
© and Miſery'. What ſhall he fay, or how 
anſwer the cries of Millions Ruin'd, and fa- 
tisfy the Sollicitations of his craving Paſſions ? 
He is Couſcious of his paſt Crimes, and fears 
Puniſhment: His Penſion muſt be loſt, or a 
new Path of Probity muſt be trod ; he fees 
Integrity {lighted and unſucceſsful ; he reſolves 
therefore to Screen the Villain, and plunges 
his Ponyard ſtill deeper into Liberty and Vir- 
tue, and his Injur'd Country muſt ſtill ſuffer 
more, for having ſuffer'd thus much already. 
This our Fathers have told us, was the Caſe 
of Penſioners in the Days of Old. Shall Equi- 
page Balls, Court-Smiles, or Luxurious En- 
tertainments, Enſlave our Virtue? Shall a 


Penſion make us Renounce our Reaſon, forſake 


Honeſty, Betray our Country, and Subject 
us to Eternal Care, Apprehenſion and Re- 
proach, for trifles only, or the Favour of a 
Wicked and Fantaſtick Stateſman ? No ſurely, 
rather let Poverty be our Choice, and Liberty 
our Reward. But, my Lord, theſe are the 
juſt Notions of the preſent Age. *Tis our 
good Fortune to live in Republica — 
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and not in Fece Romali. We have 2 juſt ab» 
horence of theſe Practices, and deteſt fuch 
Corruptjons ; but yet theſe Proviſions are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary : The Execrable Policy of 
Charles the Second's Reign, Authorize, and 
Demand the greateſt Caution and Security. 
Men were ſo Corrupted in that Age, that they 
forgot the Common Delicacy, and Prudence 
of Iniquity ; their Names were openly, and 
regularly Regiſtred, like the Soldiers of an 
Army. They bluſh'd not at the Infamy of 
being Recorded; they deſpis'd the Folly of 
the World, in not being as Impudent, and 
wicked as themſelves, and Laugh'd at that 
Idle PunQillio, which Commines mentions, of 
Lord Haſtings, in not ſuffering his Name to 
be expos'd in the Roll of Penſioners, Retain'd 
by Lewis the French King. But they were ſafe 
in their majority, and conſiderable by their 
Crimes. The Nation, my Lord, being thus 
ſecured as to Religion, and Foreign States, 
and a ſtrong Guard ſet about Prerogative, and 
Enterprizing Miniſters of all kinds, to prevent 
their Corrupting the Legiflature, and giving 
Deſtructive Counſel: The next care, is that of 
the Diſtribution of Juſtice, in which fuch 
Regulations were to be made, that the Ballance 
might be kept as even as poſſible, between the 
King and the People. Accordingly *tis En- 
ated, that Judges Commiſſions ſhall be made 
Quam diu ſe bene Geſſerint; Their Salaries are 
to be aſeertain d and Eftabliſh'd ;' but in caſe 
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of ill Conduct, they are removeable upon 
the Addreſs of both Houſes. Great have 
been the Misfortunes and Oppreſſion of the 
People, from the Ignorance , Negligence, 
or Corruption of our Judges. The blind. 
neſs or ſloth of our Law Sages, and the 
Sword of Juſtice under the Direction of crafty 
and wicked Stateſmen, have produced unſpeak- 
able Calamities. The Illegal and Miſchievous 
Commiſſions in James the Firit's Reign, are 
as well known as the Buſineſs of Ship money. 
Who does noc Abominate the Condemaation 
of Lord Ruſſel, and Deteſt the Execution of 
Algerngpn Sidney, thoſe Glorious Martyrs for 
Liberty? Who is not acquainted with the 
Diſſolution of Corporations, and the Under- 
minings of the Conſtitution, under Charles 
and James the Second? The riſe of theſe miſ- 
chiefs was Court Dependance. The Tempta- 
tions of Power and Profit to weak Minds are 
Irreſiſtible. Such a Sentence, ſays the Re- 
vengeful and Ambitious Miniſter, muſt be paſt. 
Such a Corporation mult be overturn'd, and a 
new Charter for our Creatures Eſtabliſh'd. 
Such Law mult be Inculcated, and ſuch Obe- 
diefice enforc'd. Immediately theſe Charters 
are found faulty, a violent Uſurpation has 
been made upon the Crown, and their Fran- 
chiſes are ſeized ; unheard of Doctrines are 
advanc'd, and N Judgments are pro- 
nounced ; thus is the feat of Juſtice defil'd by 


Fear or Corruption. How few, like 1 


ſhall we find Wiſe and Honeſt ? How few like 
Holt, Bold and Reſolute, that will Diſcounte- 
nance all Application from Great Men, and 
Hear no Buſineſs but in Court? But how ma- 
ny Jones's, Bramſton's, or Jefſerie,*sarile in every 
Generation? Tho', my Lord, 1 beg leave to 
fay, I really think our preſent Courts of Juſtice 
cannot be chang'd, but for the worſe. Take 
away Fear, and Dependance, thoſe Powerful 
Byaſſes and He muſt be Abandon'd indeed, 
that will be a Knave unneceſſarily. Wiſely 
therefore are the Judges Commiſſions to be 
made for Life ; This gives Duration to their 
Intereſt. But when Integrity is not Reward- 
ed, and a Man is forc'd to ſerve his Country 
for Naught, there we may juſtly apprehend a 
Defection from Juſtice : But when Salaries are 
Aſcertain'd and Eſtabliſh'd; when their Sub- 
ſiſtance is no longer precarious, nor dependant 
on the Favour of a Miniſtry ; when no Ex- 
traordinary Strains of Law are expected, and 
Juſtice only is to be impartially adminiſtred, 
How wicked, and profligate muſt that Judge 
be, that ſhall ſwerve without any temptation, 
from the Rules of Equity and Reaſon ! The 
Puniſhment of ſuch a Perſon, can never be too 
ſevere, nor the Example of Cambyſes, in Flea- 
ing a Corrupt Judge, be too much Encouraged. 
Bur yer, my Lord, ſuch is the Degeneracy of 
the World, that many will hang on the falſe 
ſmiles of Courtiers ; That will Proſtitute their 
Conſcience to Ambition and Avarice; that 
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will ſell the Rights of the People; that will 
diſſolve Corporations, and ſhed Innocent Blood. 
But then Both Houſes are to fland up for their 
Country. They are to Addreſs the King, and 
Remove ſuch abandon'd Creatures without 
the formality of an Act of Parliament. Bur, 
my Lord, becauſe the Judges can meddle only 
with ordinary Criminals, their juriſdict ion be- 
ing Limited: And becauſe *tis exceeding neceſ- 
ſary, to prevent or puniſh the Ambition, and 
Crimes of Great Men, immediately follows 
this Incomparable Clauſe, That 20 Pardon 
under the Great Seal, ſhall be pleadable to an 
Impeachment by the Commons in Parliament, 
How far the Prerogative is reſtrain'd by this 
Branch, muſt be left to the Judgment of thoſe 
that are better skill'd in the Laws of the Land 
then I am. But of this I am certain, that the 
Terms are Univerfal. and the meaning ſeems 
to be obvious, that the King's Pardon, either 
before, or after an Impeachment ſhall be in 
effectual. The Effects of ſuch Power are 
equally miſchievous, and equally to be guarded 
againſt. Por if this Prerogative remains, after 
a1 Impeachment, and Condemnation, Is it 
not the ſame thing, as if there had been no 
Tryal; and a Pardon had been produced at 
rf which had taken away the Offence, and 
conſequently all Power of Proceeding? Or if 
the King's Right ſtill continues, of Pardoning 
Offences, before the Lodging of an Impeach- 
ment, can there ever be a Tryal, when a Fa- 
N vourite 
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vourite will Anticipate all Enquiry by obtain- 
ing ſuch a preventing Pardon ? Therefore, my 
Lord, with great Submiſſion I think, It feems 
highly reaſonable to expound this Clauſe, as 
an Actual Abridgment of the King's Power, 
to Pardon either before or after an Impeach» 
ment, and to render it of no force and efficacy. 
'Tis true indecd, there is a Maxim of the 
Law, That the Prerogative ſhall be fafe, with- 
out an Expreſs Abrogation ; but then there 
is another Maxim, That all Laws made in fa» 
vour of Liberty, and for the general Good, 
ſhall be Beneficially Conſtrued. As Preroga- 
tive is nothing but unwritten Law, to be ex- 
ecuted for the benefit of the Community, 
that unwritten Law muſt ceaſe by a clear Re- 
velation of it's Repeal, or its Incompatibilit 
with the publick [ntereſt, Pardons of bot 
kinds have been notoriouſly fatal. Some Art. 
ful Miniſters have rather follow'd the Policy, 
of obtaining a Pardon aſſoon as their Crimes 
had Incens'd the Parliament ; this put a ſtop 
to Enquiry, and kept back their formal Accu- 
ſation to the King. Their Conduct, by being 
Unexamin'd, did not appear ſo Groſs; and 
they kept ſome Credit wich the People, be- 
cauſe the People did not know all their Yil- 
lainy. Others have choſe to try their Intereſt 
with the Parliament upon ſome extraordinary 
Clamours; and hoped, that their Power, 
Dependance, and Bribery, would Screen them 
from Juſtice. Some have fortunately ſucceeded; 
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and others more juſtly Condemn'd, but ſtill 
more abſurdly Pardon'd. My Lord Claren- 
don blames the Court Policy for Diſſolving the 
Parliament, when they Expreſs'd their Indig- 
nation againſt the Duke of Bactingham. But 
certainly much more wrong would it be, to 
divert, or oppoſe the juſt Rage of a whole 
Nation, ſhould they ever Demand Satisfaction 
for the Infamous Conduct, and Execrable 
Corruption of ſome Miniſters. The Court 
may ſhift, and uſe Artifices; but the delay of 
Puniſhment would ſtill make it more fierce 
and terrible, and ſharpen the Sword of Juſtice 
to make it cut more ſure and fatal. The Peo- 
ple muſt and will be ſatisfy'd, and then al] 
your minute Craftſmen in Politicks, muſt take 
care they are not born down by the Torrent 
of their Indgnation. Thus, my Lord, I have 
made an end; having endeavour'd all I couPd, 
to point out the Conſummate Wiſdom, and 
admirable Policy of this Act of Settlement. 
An Act, that will for ever challenge our Gra- 
titude and Honour, and make the Authors 
Immortal. 'Tis a Syſtem compil'd from the 


Knowledge of Mankind, and built on the In- 


fallible Truths of Reaſon, and Obſervation. 
Great, Wiſe, and Good were theſe Patriots, 
and Poſterity (hall Record them with Honour: 
Happy ſhould we be, would Miniſters practice 
their Virtue, and imitate their Publick Spirit. 
Happy ſhould we be, ſhould another Sommers 
ariſe ; and another Whartos, direct our Coun- 


ſels, 
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ſels; whoſe Eloquence, and Unſhaken Pro- 
bity ſhould blaſt and beat down Corruption, 
and make Liberty and Virtue appear ſtill more 
Amiable. But, my Lord, wehave a Sommers, 
and we have 4 Wharton, We have Patriots 
of equal Wiſdom, Integrity and publick Spirit, 
that ſhow the ſame Zeal for the Service of 
their Country; and are alike Enemies to 
Fraud, Guilt, and Oppreſſion. We have 
ſill many excellent Champions for Liberty 
and publick Good, that would ſtem the Tor- 
rent of Iniquity, and Reform the People from 
Dan unto Berſbeba. Let us applaud their gene. 
rous Labours; and gratefully acknowledge 
their Application, Zeal, and  Unconquerable 
Integrity. Their Conduct ſhall be greatly 
Celerated by us, and late Pofterity fall fe. 
member them with Honour, Eſteem, and 
Veneration. Iam, 


My LORD, 
With the greateſt Reſpect 
Your Lordſhip's. 


Poſt- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


| JRay, my Lord, as you are excellently 
well vers'd in all Hiſtory, Do me the 


Honour to inform me in your next, whether 
the Church of Rompg have not always ſhown 
their Policy, in promoting Diſputes about Re- 
ligion, when They were carrying on their 
Greateſt Villainies; on purpoſe to Draw off 
Mens Attention, and weaken the Common 
Intereſt. All Europe, I think, were ſent in the 
Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries, to the Holy. 
Land, to Fight for the Sepulchre, when They 
were making their greateſt Uſarpations, and 
Cheating Mankind of their Liberties, and For- 
tunes; and by that means, Eſtabliſhed a Laſt- 


ing Tyranny, and Perpetual Oppreſſion. 


